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Central Intelligence Agency at
a closed-door hearing on July 7.
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U.S. Assumes the Israeus |
Have A-Bomb or Its Parts

By HEDRICK SMITH

Special to The New York Times

Mr. Helms was reported to
thave said that the Americamn
festimate was that Israel hag
the technical capacity to make

and middle sixties, such esti-
mates were reportedly qualified
by the proviso that Israel had
‘ ‘ _ |the capacity to produce such
— - o - = hweapons in 12 to 18 months,
WASHINGTON, July 17-~For }Y.’&En 1351{6[(1 POllnt . Yt)lan_k then 1ate§‘ § to 9 months, andg
ast two years the United||whetner srael now has atomicilfinally the time lapse was
gia}:is Goverr}:ment has been gomb?,thMr.ASymhn%ton,_a memci‘l_d,r_gppgd entirely. :
balsi .y 0 e Armed Services, and: -
“onducting its Middle East||or The absence OF afiy reference

. implications of the issue that it

g Foreign Relations Committees, jto any such time delay,” ac-
policy on the assumption thatjireplied: “We're getting close tocording to well-informed sourc-
Isracl either possesses &n something I can’t talk about.” lles, indicated the official belief
atomic bomb or has component Israel Position Given itha{, Israel gac};hthe fxs}sllon.ab)e
sembly, reliable sources report.|)sition that she is not a nuelearknoe™s «tua) weapons as well.

Throughout this period there p}?“’?.’ indt t?ag she t‘rmgurémn?ze- Short of direct acknowledge-
has been some disagreement the first state to introduce NU-iment from the Israeli Govern-
. . t Clear arms into the Middle East.{ment or independent intel-
among seinlor Governmenlt offx-l Privately, responsible Israeli of- e e inforaeion - erifying
cials over whether the evidence| ficials are said to have told|ifys existence of Israeli lfying
for that assumption is abso- Amerlcaln olffxcx_al{s n;?aé t&l; ic weapons, informants said,
: ts dis-jmeans Israel wi e the United Stat .
lutely conclusive. But this &is first Middle Eastern state to use : . es cannot say
agreement has reportedly cen-dy gt aromic arms. This could: that it has concrete lproof of
tered at times on such nartow!not be confirmed with Israeli glga egrl’sntence of Israeli atomic
technicalities as the “last-wire) sources. Ngne;ﬁeless, some American
lissue"~-whether Israel shouI.d American sources all emphasi Jee w7 hove” golt since mid-
%e judged to have an atomic
[?veapon before the last wire or
iplece of the mechanism is

hooked up.

tomic weapons. In the earlyf,

before later acknowledging its
real function; reports credited
here that Israel was buying
uwranium oxide and other raw
material in Argentina and pos-
sibly Africa for her nuclear-
fission process at Dimona; re-
Ipeated reports that some Is-
'raeli officials were hinting or
saying privately that Israel had
or would soon have atomic

weapons, though these remarks!

could never be verified.

Before the Arab-Israeli war
in June, 1967, United States
officials had information that
Israeli scientists had collabo-
rated closely with French ex-
perts in former
Charles de (Gaulle’s program to
develop French atomic weapons.

The American judgment was
that Israel was rewarded for
her contributions to the French
iprogram, both with missile
contracts and with secret help
for the Israeli atomic-weapons
program. If Israeli -scientists
had access to information on
the French atomic tests, it was
pointed out, this would reduce
Israel’s need to test her own

weapons.
American intelligence  of-
ficials reportedly — concluded

that Israel's surface missile pro-
gram did not make much sense
militarily unless Israel intended
to fit the missiles with nuclear
warheads. With normal explo-

size ihat there are 20 et fogs “hat persuasive evidence

: : p. Subsequently, Con-

any of her mobile surface mis- o.qqgional sources quoted Gov-
Both former President Lyn-

don B. Johnson and President

Nixon are understood, however,

siles. American officials alsol 20 0ne officials as having said
to have received intelligence as-
‘sessments that Israel has the

e rea-t . ;
:g;eig ég?itev?t}{ag]?svr%e?%vouw privately that they believed or
capacity to assenible an atomic
bomb on short notice and that

- g U 2 ssumed  that Israel had suf-j
use atomic weapons except il iani” components for assem-.
the most dire emergency, asining atomic  weapons. One
Senator Symington suggested. | ¢ . io. “official reportedly re-
though obviously mindful of the, R p

special dangers that Israeli pu.inot actually possess weaporns,

some senior officials believe she be based 0 :

. ; ’ L v n more than circum-

thas already done so. But the/or trying to use this 1&%“? 1“'1 5§ ctantial evidence. ‘

‘United States Government llas\curreng diplomacy. Officials are;” 1. "Docamber 1969, when Is-)
lexceedingly reluctant to diSCUSSi. 01 was negotiating with_thel

clear arms would pose for thefiptr}e’eg%;ﬁéﬁvﬂa?}?ea}};iaglﬁéggﬁgls_i
situation in the Middle East, is| judgments appear toi

The Nixon AGministration, | .iyeq that if the Israelis did
not disseminating information &8 such J ‘
been so sensitive to the grave

official termed its explosive im- = A -
plication for the Arab countries ?f °01‘-Pha“§?-m- F-4 jet aircraft,
B e Soviet Union a5 well|noc o BN, pogariment
?ge-{or the United States and IS'.Lto have some of them equipped
; - . fwith racks for nuclear bombs.
Do prosamtion fere s hat ™ o Jomson adminitratio
under strong pressure to pro- i ?]9 clted t}l;elr'eques.t.ds ome o
vide the United Arab Republic| icials took this as indirect con-
with nuclear weapons once theff.lr?l?ﬁ‘%ﬂl fOI'l their earlier hbe-
Arab countries came to believeisleelf wi%h ;{;‘;ixsga%lgg;ng et
Israel had atomic arms. Ameri-." ; ; .
can officials believe that MOS._Carcumstantxal Evidence Cited :
cow, fearful of the grave risks. Included in the circumstan-:
to the world of a Middle East- tial evidence cited by these
ern nuclear race, would besources was the following in-
extx;:mely r?Pf]CteS‘t't tc?Sttatke formgtion:hReports clatinlg back
such a step. The Unng ateslto 1963 that the Israeli Gov-
assessment is that without di-jernment had decided to devel-!

‘has not developed a fully co-
~ordinated national intelligence
estimate, which would circulate
within the Goverament, that
savs directly thai lsrael does
have atomic weapons. !

As long ago as 1968 thei
White House had no doubt that;
Israel could produce an atomic
bomb  or warhead for her
French-built surface missile and’
that if such a weapon was not
already in being, it was “within
very casy range,” one highly
placed source reported. ‘

The renewed efforts of The
New York Times to examine

pmissiles for Israel and then, by

the matter because of what one United States for the purchaseﬁ

f- «Jericho” by American intel-

sives, the two-stage, solid-fuel
missile would not be an ef-
fective weapon., France was
reported to have tested 11 such

American account, shipped 14
more to Israel. Israeli officials
have said that they have re-
ceived no operational missiles
from France and have none to-
day.

¢Jericho’ Reported Bought

nder her contract with Das-
¥alt, dating back to the time
of the  Algerian revolution,
when French relations with the
Arabs were at their low ebb,
Israel is reported to have paid
more than $100-million for the
surface missiles, nicknamed

ligence.

With a range of 280 miles,
this missile could reach from
Israel to the Egyptian heart-
land, to virtuatly all of Sy-
ria, Jordan, northern Saudi
Arabia and western Iraq.

Isracl is reported to have es-
tablished plants of her own
near Tel Aviv for manufactur
ing solid propellants and en

rect help from the Soviet Un-iop capability; Israel’s contract
i Arab country is close with the Marcel Dassault Avia-

ion, no
to developing nuclear weapons.|tion Company of France for 25
surface missiles, designated the

Soraber Appraisal Reported MD.660 or MD-620, and ca-

Reliable sources reported paple of carrying warheads of
somber appraisal off{ 000 to 1,200 pounds; French

that a.
Reléase!
that Israel is doing its best to: £ony 7C}E§"tgz‘glggg§‘zp

“develop nuclear we st 10! oign  Relations . Committee bY|Dimona, which Iscaell officials
.develop nuclear weapons.” | pichard Helms, Dircctor of thE]lsaid at first was a textile plant

this question were prompted by
cominents on television last
Sunday by Senator Stuart Sy-
mington. Appcaring on the Co- !
lumbia Broadcasting System
program ‘“Face the Nation,” the!
Missouri D

RppEaEd G

felt that the?

President;

oontinued
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gines Tor such missiles. Wash-
ington has also received re-
ports that Israel has developed
‘mobile erector platforms for
'them and is operating test fa-
jcilities for engines and other
lequipment. But Israeli officials
‘say that none of the missiles
are as yet operational,

Concerned by Implications

i Both the Johnson and Nixon
Administrations have also been
concerned by the implications
tof Israel's refusal to sign the
treaty to prevent the spread
‘of  nuclear weapons, dcspite
repeated uiging and pressure
from the United States to do
s0.

At the time of the Phantom
.deal, Paul C. Warnke, then As-
sistant Secretary of Defense
for International Security Af-
fairs, was reported by several
informants to have demanded
that Israel agree to a praovi-
sion in the contract giving her
ipromise to sign the nuclear
treaty and not to deploy her
surface missiles.

" These sources reported that
Itzhak Rabin. the Israeli Am-
bassador who was negotiating
the contract with Mr. Warnke,
objected and then Israel made
representations to the White
House, Shortly thereafter, at
White House instructions, the
American demands were
dropped and the contract was
signed without them, former
officials of the Jolinson Admin-
istration report. Neither Mr.
Warnke nor Ambassador Rabin
would comment on these re-
ports.

Subsequent efforts have been
made by the Nixon Adminis-
tration to get Israel to sign the
nuclear treaty but Israel takes
the position that the matter is
still under study, especially the
proposed verification proce-
dures. Israeli officials say that
in any case Israel is not a nu-
clear power, a phrase they do
not define more precisely.

Israel’s argument is that if
the Soviet Union has its way
on verification procedures, Is-
rael’s scientific and conveniion-
al military installations will be
subjected to international in-

says this is unacceptable,
hence the delay on approving
the treaty.

Normally, information on a
critical security question is fed
into a formal process that con-
cludes with a national intelli-
gence esiimate -—— a combined
and agreed assessment of the
Central Intelligence Agency,
State Department, Defense ‘De-
partment, and other appropri-
ate arms of the Government.

Administration sources insist
that on the question of Israeli
nuclear capabilities, there has
never been “an informed con-
sidered United States judg-
ment”’~—a national intelligence
estimate-—although there have
been interagency discussions.

Well-placed informants say
that the issue has been so sen-
sitive that the personal assess-
ments of Mr. Helms and other
senior advisers have been
passed directly to Presidents
Johnson and Nixon, and re-
stricted from normal circula-
tion within the Government
and the intelligence commu-
nity.

Source Is Undetermined

By some American estimates,
Israel had acquired considerably
more than 30 pounds of
weapons-grade .plutonium by
early 1968, Specialists estimate
that about 20 pounds would be
sufficient for a plutonium bomb.
1t could not be learned where
Israel reportedly obtained this
material. French help, during
the period prior to the Arab-
Israeli war in June 1967, is re-
ported to have been very im-
portant to the Israeli nuclear
weapons progiam,

The French-built reactor at
Dimona is capadle of producing
enough plutonium for a few
small bombs, But American of-
ficials report no evidence that
Israel has mastered the com-
plex chemical processes for re-
fining weapons-grade plutoni-
um from the highly toxic plu-
tonium produced by the Dimona
reactor. Nor is evidence avail-
able, officials say, that Israel
has a plant for separating the
plutonium from the radioactive
fuel rods removed from this

spection — and thereby wvul-

reactor.
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France agreed secretly years.

ago to provide Israel with
weapons-grade plutonium in re-
turn for some of the reusable
radioactive materials from the
Dimona reactor.

About two years ago, some
knowledgeable sources repart,’

some fissionable material from.

the Dimona reactor was divart-
ed from normal peaceful uses
and disappeared. It is not
known whether this was divert-

ed to weapons use, but that is.

the strong presumption here. :
U.S. Inspection Trip Made
For several years American-

technical experts have made in-.

spection trips to the Dimona
reactor, Each year they have
reportedly been somewhat dis-
satisfied that their inspection
was hurried and limited, but
they have never reported find-
ing any evidence of weapons-
related research there. The 1969
inspection team complained in
writing about the limitations on
its inspections and reportedly
stated that, for this recason, it
could not guarantee that there
was no weapons-related work
at Dimona, .
The United States Govern-
ment's refusal to discuss this
issue fully in public reaches
bevond its concern over the
impact that any revelations
would have in the Middle East.
Washington is fearful that
if it becomes known or wide-
ly assumed that nuclear weap-
ons have been developed by
any nation besides  the ac-
knowleaged nuclear powers—
the United States, the Soviet
Union, Britain, France and
Communist China, this may
jeopardize the entire interna-
tional effort to prevent their
spread. ;
Amerijcan officials are par-
ticularly worried about, the
pressures that this may put
on such countries as India, Ja-
pan anti Sweden, which are
believed to hsve the technical
capacities for producing atom-
ic arms, but are not believed
to have done so or to have

moved as close to it -as has
Israel.

nerable to espionage. Israel

Washington does not exclude
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